
Private Music Instruction Contract  
Zieger Family Music 

570-561-5176 
ziegerfamilymusic@gmail.com 

 
Lesson Schedule 
Students may choose, with the help of their teacher’s advice, either a 30 or 60 minute lesson 
time.  Lessons will be held once a week, and will be scheduled for a regular day and time of the 
week. Students may change their regular day if needed, but may not reschedule lessons on a 
week to week basis. 
 
Monthly Tuition 
We offer a complimentary initial consultation. After that, half hour tuition is $80/month and full 
hour tuition is $150/month. Payment is due at the first lesson of every month. There are no 
refunds after you pay for the month.  
 
Monthly tuition includes: 

 42 private lessons per calendar year 
 3 recitals a year 
 Missed lesson options (see policy below for more information) 
 Our teacher discount on sheet music  

 
Monthly tuition does not include: 

 Additional weekly lessons 
 Instruments or related materials 
 Instrument repair services 
 Cost of sheet music 
 Any other physical goods 

 
Expectations  

 We expect lessons to be low-pressure and enjoyable.  
 We expect you to work hard and practice during the week. (We understand that life 

happens sometimes, and that practice isn’t always ideal. However, it is our general 
expectation that you should be making a good effort to maintain consistency in 
productive practice habits.) 

 You should expect us to be prepared for your lesson.  
 Students will arrive on their scheduled day and time in a timely manner.  
 Students will not make a habit of being perpetually absent.  
 Students will pay for the month in full on or before the date of the first lesson of the 

month.  

 
Missed Lesson Policy 
We do not make up individual lessons. If you miss a lesson, you simply miss the benefit of that 
lesson. However, there are several options that you can take advantage of if you are out of town 
or sick.  

 The “swap list.” You may choose to opt in or out of this list. If you opt in, your name 
and number will be put on a master list of students with whom you may trade lesson 
times. Students may work out these traded lesson times on their own, but please notify 
your teacher if you do so.  



 Skype lessons. If you know you are going to be out of town, we welcome you to do a 
live Skype lesson at your regularly scheduled lesson time in place of your regular in-
person lesson. Please let us know in advance if you’d like to do this. 

 Recorded lesson. If you are away for the week and cannot make a live Skype lesson at 
your regular time, we welcome you to record your practice session and submit it to us 
via email, Youtube, or Soundcloud before your regularly scheduled lesson time. Your 
teacher will then use your regular lesson time to review your material and write 
suggestions back to you for continued practice during the week.  

 Sick “homework.” If you are sick and unable to record your practice for the week, 
please notify us before your regularly scheduled lesson time. We can use your regular 
time slot to send you assignments that you can work on during the week when you’re 
feeling better. Examples of such assignments include music theory practice, listening 
examples, sight-reading, and memorization work.  

 Make up classes. We will schedule periodic group make-up classes available for 
students who are unable to make use of one of the above missed lesson options. These 
classes will be open to up to three students at a time. Students must sign up for the 
class in advance. We will not assume that you are attending unless you notify us.  

 
Remember, there are no refunds after you have paid for the month. It is your responsibility to 
opt into one of the above missed lesson make-up options. If you do not take advantage of these 
options, you simply miss the benefit of the missed lesson.  
 
FAQ’s 
 
Why a monthly payment?  
There are two answers to this question:  

1. A monthly payment holds students to a high standard. Students are much more likely to 
practice and show up when lessons are paid for in advance. We want our students to 
value and look forward to their regular lessons.  

2. A monthly payment ensures that the teacher isn’t shortchanged. Whether or not you 
show up to your lesson, your teacher has invested time, plans, and sometimes physical 
materials specifically for you, and it is only fair that he or she be compensated. 

 
Do you accept alternative payments? (i.e., payment plans, barter, etc.) 
Individual payment plans can be developed for families in need. Any student who cannot afford 
the full cost of private lessons will still be considered for acceptance to our studio, provided that 
he or she shows a good work ethic and seriousness. We ask that these students pay what they 
can afford, show up regularly, and work hard with a good attitude.  
 
Can I schedule lessons at a different time each week, or come for only a lesson here and 
there? No. It is difficult for us as teachers to keep a manageable schedule when students aren’t 
there at the same time each week. Also, week-by-week lessons are notoriously unreliable. This 
irregularity creates a handicap that shows up in the student's’ work and progress. It is unfair to 
both of us to work together infrequently. 
 
Are recitals mandatory?  
No. But we highly encourage you to participate! We keep it low-pressure, encouraging, and 
friendly. We want students to have positive performing experiences, and this is a great way to 
get your feet wet.  
 



Do you make me sign a long-term contract?  
No. You only commit to paying for lessons one month at a time. If you decide we aren’t the best 
teachers for you, there are no hard feelings.  

 
Do you ever “let go” of a student?  
Extremely rarely. The only time we dismiss a student is if he or she has fallen into bad habits 
such as not paying regularly, missing lessons very frequently, never practicing, or otherwise 
having disregard for lessons. If at any point we feel that our lessons aren’t working out for one of 
these reasons, we will let you know. Generally, however, if students are making an earnest 
effort, we are happy to work with you and will try to be accommodating within reason.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Please read the following carefully:  
 
I have read and understand the entirety of this contract. I agree to its terms and will work to 
follow them to the best of my ability.  
 
Signed:_______________________________________________Date:___________________ 


